RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
had caused the greatest resentment among many
Conservatives who complained that property was
being confiscated without adequate compensation.
A storm of odium had buffeted Sir Hilton Young,
Kingsley Wood's predecessor. When Kingsley Wood
succeeded he was not regarded as the predatory
Minister; the storm had died down and he escaped
it all. Pure luck saved him from being the scapegoat
of infuriated property-owners.
Again Fortune laughed with her puckish favourite.
Dissatisfaction and misgiving grew about the conduct
of the programme for Air Expansion. It was alleged
that, in spite of mountainous estimates for Air re-
armament, we were lagging further and further behind
Germany. Lord S win ton, however efficient he may
have been as the fly-wheel of a department, lacked the
manners of the natural democrat. He was abrupt and
inaccessible. Men disliked being made to feel inferior
or to hear their inquiries brushed aside with apparent
contempt. Lord Swinton was unable to help giving
the most unfortunate impression. Moreover, though
the head of a great spending department, he had
chosen to accept a Viscounty. Mr. Chamberlain
defended his noble Minister for a time and then found
it would be wisest to let him go. For a successor, a
man who would be certain to make the heavens hum,
he chose Sir Kingsley Wood in May 1938.
Little more than a year has passed, but, whereas
twelve months ago we were wringing our hands over
our alleged weakness in the air, to-day our bombers
fly by the hundred to the South of France and back
without a stop. They were then said to be planning a
visit to our Polish allies. We are now reputed to have
300